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2 t ditorial 


To implement the 199) Fconomic and 
Sosiad Tooke’ Well 


BA 1403144190 Hane TAP CHICONG SAN 
in Vietnamese No | Jan 9) pp e% 


[Editornal) 


[Tent] In 149) we were confronted ith numerous acute 
difficulties natural calamities occurred repeatedly) in 
aimost all areas (hroughou! the country The turmouls in 
Bast European countries and in the Soviet (mon caused 
various cconomn agreements to abruptl) low thei 
effect. However we tried hard to prevent major 
upheavals to the economy and successful effected some 


Positive changes in certain aspects 


Grain production continued to develop satisfactory 
with grain yield reaching 2! ~ millon metre tonse—an 
merease of tens of thousands of metrn tons over | 990 
Worthy of note is that much progress was achieved in the 
circulation of grain This helped case the tight situation 
of nee supply in certann regions 


Despite difficulties in capital and rae matenals capen 
enced in the: industrial production many enteprises 
and production units by developing the: dy namiem and 
creativity and broadening their pount venture and coop 
eration were able to not only maintain bul also increase 
Product son im certa;n aspects Industral ouput valuc 
mecreased by five percent over that of 1990 with central 
fun industrial output value meng >) 16 percent Many 
Important products such as crude on electricity coal 
ten. steel phosphate cement and the like yielded huge 
revenue for the budert 


there were uncupected changes in the relations 
with the Sowet and East European markets. our | 99! 
export value stil! attammed the target and met require 
ments for importing important matenals and goods 
This marked a striking progres in sertiching from onc 
martet to another and balancing imports and cxaports 


Initial uMprovemenis in tar polos and tas collection 
contributed to mcreasing revenue for the budget The 

system which had been reorganized with the 
forming of vanous commercial hanks started spurring 
monetary circulation 


Much effor and progres: were also noted in screntifix 
and technological work and in thow efforts to renovate 


technological programs and actiy ities in vanous fields 
educational public health culural and wcval! 


Despite the difficult and comple: wtuation in | 99) 
political stability continued to be maintained and mayor 
economn upheavals were prevented thus creating pre 
muses for development in the ensuing year Thies has once 
again affirmed that our party + renovation policy is ver 
correct 


The sociorconomsx wtuatior has however not been 


stable and 1s capenencing compics developments infla. 
thon os oti! at a hugh rate The gold price and the dollar 
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ex hange fate have continued to imerease for many 
months now The disastrous of gold and 
dollars acrow the border has not been Indus 
thal production has fot been stabilized while artisan and 
handicraft production has continued to dechne Loo 
— 1s tll poor capital accumulation. unre. 

and population growth rate. sill high The 
number of unemployed worker have increased The 
lives of a segment of people—including people in the 
Mountain regions salaned people and those receiving 
allowances denved from the budget especially those in 
areas hit by) natural calamitves—are still beset with 
difficulties Acts of Nouting the law and gy 
order and discipline have developed seriously had 
Practices of corruption imconvenrencing and bullying 
the Masses ermuggling and — goods have 
hampered production in the country In 10n to the 
spreading decadent culture and other social vices. the 
scourge of weking profits th unlawful and unfair 
means is giving a headache to the people and arousing 
publ indignation 


There are many reasons for the aforementioned situa. 
thon Cine salent reason Is that there have been lingering 
Shortcomings and loopholes in macroeconomn manage. 
ment These include the practice of capital subsidy 
through credit loans the laaity of currency control. a 
failure to avert smuggiing speculation and wasteful use 
of foreign currencies Slow efforts have been made to 
rearrange the state-run economy) and renovate the col- 
lectively-run economy, Party discupline and state law 
have not been strctly enforced and worse still, are weak 
Efforts to reorganize personne! and the working appa. 
ratus have been too sluggish while the abilities and 
qualities of many public organs and cadres in vanous 
sectors and a! vanous echelons are poor 


The renovation undertaking in our country requires that 
we effect more powtive and drasti changes for the 
better Only by domg s can we tide Our COunITY Over its 
socrocconomn crn and satesfactonly umplement al! 
thowe tasks land down at the seventh party congress 


The vear | 99) occupies a very emportant position This 
8 the most decisive year for us to adjust Our cconomy to 
an cventfully changing world maintain and develop our 
renovation-related achievements continuc to bring ren- 
ovation to ite in-depth dimension and gradually create 
soCIaccOnOmn stability 


During | 99) we should concentrate on satisfactorily 
accomplishing those tasks brought forth at the seventh 
party Central Commutteer’s Second Plenum and the 
Eighth National Assembly + | 0th Session The following 
are the specific tasks 


First we should resolutely dispel and contain inflation 
and prompt!) stabilize the national monetary system It 
is Necessary to hascally restructure the state budget This 
involves efforts to reaganize the wvstem and methods of 
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balancing the » a Ge area Ce 
agerial over the budget. cultivating finan. 
cal discipline. and mcreasing sate inspection over 


and should regard tasation as the main source of 
revenue for the state budget We should find new sources 
of revenue by selling nonproductive real estate property. 
ay hy | of economic units into share-holding 
conditions permit. correctly and adequately 


greater contributions from the people and from + 


ict 
| 


i 
2 
i 


development with efforts to solve employment, settled. 
farming, and setiled-life problems and to build new 
economic zones 


We should concent ate on ensuring conditions needed to 
promptly develop -anous industnal products essential 
to the economy woh as on and gas electricity, cement, 
fertilizer, steel, mineral ores of all sorts, and those 
export-onented products of light industry and the pro- 
py — capable of bringing huge budget rev- 
enue We should rearrange the state-run industnal sector 
0 it can ensure effective operations develop its core role 
iN spurring industnal renovation and achieve coopera- 
tion and joint ventures with other economn components 
and provide the latier with dev clopment assistance We 
should establish Combined economn units of all sorts 
under the form of pont ventures and the pro- 
motion of shareholding and stock buying We should 
caperiment with capanding in a gradual and steady 
fashion the promotion of shareholding in state-run enter- 
prises. especially) those enterprises with profitable . 
ations and that would attract capital investment . 
vately-run industnes should also be promoted 


We should step up caports and broaden international 
economic relations regarding cxportation as a key to the 
development of our country » advantages in manpower, 
tropical industrial crops. and munera’ ores and as «& 
decisive factor for achieving economy growth. for cre- 
ating employment for the laborng people. and for 
meeting the needs for foreign currency to impor equip- 
ment and raw maicnals in support of production A key 
and decisive factor 1s that we should rectify and perfect 
our CAport-import mechanism and strictly comply earth 
Decision No 33° HDT of the Counci! of Ministers on 
foreign currency management We should consolidate 
various IMporl-cxapor! organizations eliminate imterme- 
diary bodies. improve the efficrency of import-eapon 
activities. and ensure stable markets for impon-expon 
activities 


We should actively build our matenal-technical bases. 
make intensive investments and uniformly modernize 
vanous production establishments cspecially capon- 
onented production csiabiishments where develop- 
mental conditions permit while ng to build « 
number of key prove: —>s_ already affirmed in the five- 
year 199'-¥5 plan It 1s emp ctant that we truly renovate 
Our Management over capita’ investment and rearrange 
the investment structure in he direction of 
subsidization and effective!) concentrating 
investment on targeted proyects while seeking ways to 
explon all sources of local and foreign capital mvest- 
meni 


Third. we should resolve a oumber of urgent social 
welfare issues 


Ensuring employment 1) one of the pressing tasks of 
great political and social importance to be carned out 
under a unified plan which «alls for linking the ensuring 
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Editorial 


Reform the State Apparatus and Renovate Party 
Leadership With Respect to the State 

00000000 Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese 
No |, Jan 92 pp 10-17 


Article by Do Muoi, published in EAS-91.238, 11 Dec 
| pp 55-56) 

















6 Socialism— Theory and Practice 


Cc To Preserve, 
ontributing Io Develop 


921200084 Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN 
in Vietnamese No |, Jan 92 pp 18-21 


\Article by Tran Xuan Truong, professor at the Military 
itical Academy] 


[Text] For more than 70 years, imperialiem has con- 
siantly been attacking socialism For a tume, it 
waged armed aggression and created dist to 
topple socialiem. But since the Second World War. 
particularly during the |980s. the imperaliets have 
regarded © change” as the basic formula for 
eliminating socialism 


The stra of “peaceful change” is a type of “general 
" Even though this is not a hot war, it is nota 
cold war either Trying to usher in new thinking, do away 
with the cold war, and create better and better -West 
relations. the impenalists have launcued an all-round 
offensive and are coordinating all economic. screntific, 
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that st ai its main points of attack, We must 
strongly the ideological system of the party and 
defend Marxism-Leninism 


In defending Marxism-Leninism, the main problem | 
defend its basic principles, affirm the practical guid 
truths and values of these principles, and Oppose 
distortions of opportunism But we cannot “OP 
Today. to defend Marxism-Leninism effectively. 
ism-Leninism must be developed and renova 
enough to simply reaffirm the points made 
Classicists. That is because reality, which is very 
complex, is putting forth many new problems. 
solve these problems. there must be new theoret 
yy We can't simply rely on the answers 
in the classics. On the other hand, opportunism is 
raising ideas concerning creativity and making new 
theoretical generalizations in its own way 
neous generalizations are affecting the outlook of the 
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$¢= 
Ht 


In the present situation. the development of Marxism: 
Leninism must be tied to self-criticism and a reevalua- 
tion of Marxism-Leninism with respect to the theones 
inherited from the classicists What things are correct 
and still have a real guiding value? What things were 
correct during their time but which are no longet 4PPro- 
priate? What things are incorrect or | 
must be supplemented” Marxists-Leninists must make 
“double” criticism. Than is. they must criticize both 
themselves and those who cnticize them These two 
must be carned on simultaneously They must 
have an effect on and be dependent 
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to reyect Marxism-Leninism. Unless the targets of criti. 
cism are clearly determined, there is the r of going 
astray and becoming entangled in | confusion 


Some people may worry that if it has been decided that 
we must defend Marxism-Leninism, with the key point 
being to base things on Marxist-Leninist viewpoints, 
doesn't that assume that that theory is correct” And if 
such an assumption has been made. where is scientific 


objectivity” 


To reevaluate Marxist-Leninist values under the light of 
the new practices, the disciples of Marx, Engels, and 
Lenin must restudy their basic ideas in a systematic, 
serious, objective, and scientific manner They must 
fully understand the system as a whole and each of their 
viewpoints. They must defend the scientific ideological 
values and, at the same time, discover the shortcomings 
and deficiencies and rely firmly on the teachings of those 
people in order to develop those teachings in the new 
conditions. Only in this way will it be possible to 
approach the truth Today, the principles concerning the 
unity between the nature of the party and the scientific 
obyectiveness of Marxism-Leninism still have value 


A question regarding those who are worrned can be 
posed If we don't pose the question like this, how should 
it be posed” We could turn criticism into a process that 
is not based on viewpoints, doubt everything, and 
assume that Marxism-Leninism is wrong But that 1s the 
attitude and position of opportunism with respect to 
Marxism-Leninism It must be emphasized that the 
process of searching for and affirming the correctness 
and scientific nature of Marxism-Leninism in the new 
historical situation 1s also a process of fierce struggle to 
resist the strong attacks of opportunism on the theoret- 
ical and ideviogical front. Carelessness and liberal atti- 
tudes could result in the searchers losing their way no 
matter how pure their motives On the ideological 
today. there is no neutral ground 


creates a void with respect to concepts. and this 
quickly be filled with ideas that are very foreign to 
Marxism-Leninism Wasn't Leninism criticized as an 
erroneous leftist tide in order to promote the ideology of 
Bechstein and transform it into a new icon” 


This 1s not the first tome that Marxism-Leninism has 
been fiercely attacked The point worth noting 1s that 
. the rejection of Marxism-Leninism using 
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extremist forms is occurring in places where socialism 
has existed the longest. With the remorse being 
expressed by “former Marxist-Leninist scholars,” that 
‘ne of thought could easily fool people and have an 
weologically destructive effect, which 1s something that 
the anti-communist forces and bourgeois propaganda 
have never been able to do during the past decades. 


Opportunism’s criticism of Marxism-Leninism and 
socialism 1s charactenzed by many different viewpoints 
and attitudes. However, there are two pots that the 
opportunists usually focus on. First, they criticize 
Marxism for directly controlling production and product 
distribution and ignoring the commodity-currency rela- 
tionship. Second, they criticize socialism for giving rise 
to totalitananism. These two criticisms coincide with, or 
to be more exact, they “fill” the orders of the bourgeois 
policies. The socialist nations must switch to a bourgeois 
type market economy and implement democracy and 
pluralism 


Based on this. opportunism hopes to easily sully Marx- 
ism-Leninism and eliminate al! the basic themes of 
Marxism-Leninism Sneering at and mdiculing Marx's 
ideas on measuring labor directly by time and not using 
value forms but using “labor coupons” that can be taken 
to the social storehouses in order to obtain products. the 
opportunists have reached a dangerous conclusion. 
Marxism is just a utopian system that replaces one 
utopia with another Distorting the conceptual contents 
of the dictatorship of the proletanat and the class nature 
of democracy, the opportunists have made demagogic 
arguments concerning the eternal aspirations of man and 
concerning democracy and freedom They say that the 
idea of a dictatorship of the proletanat does away with 
tramples on the fundamental nmghts of 


rected, they exaggerate things. raise issues. and make 
distorted comments According to their explanation. 
world socialism as it has existed for more than 70 years 
1S just a reactionary system that must be condemned 
The socialist countnes are countnes whose economies 
lack any vitality because of the appalling management 
mechanism. where the people's standard of living 1s 


oppressed ideologically and live in constant fear of arrest 
and impnsonment Through the mass means of commu- 
mication, they constantly work at creating a negative 
political and social psychology from pessimism. 
wavering. and a decline in confidence in the social ideals 
- LW meaning to the lives of hundreds of 
| people for many years to hatred toward 
socialism and the illusion of a better future thanks to 
changing the direction of social development 
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In such a social atmosphere, the opportunists can easily 
make public declarations rejecting Marxism-Leninism. 
They say that the theory on class divisions, class antag: 
onism, and class struggle and on the struggle between 
capitalism and socialism is no longer in accord with 
actual life in modern societies. In the Western societies 
today, capitalists can't be distinguished from hired 
laborers, because everyone is an owner who holds shares 
in enterprises. And because of this, there is no exploita- 
tion of surplus value. Today, in the West, the develop- 
ment of civilization has led to a narrowing of the gap 
between the various strata of people in terms of their 
standard of living. The great majority of the people earn 
enough to satisfy their needs. The opposition between 
intellectual and manual laborers and between the urban 
and rural areas is waning. Thus, the dream of Marx, 
Engels, and Lenin regarding the communist society of 
the future is becoming a reality. And because of this, 
social development today does not require a revolution. 
There is no need to topple capitalism. All that is neces- 
sary 1s to carry on reforms within the framework of the 
state and modern civilization and further expand 
demociacy and freedom for each person. And so on and 
$0 On. 


What can be said about these arguments advanced by 
opportunism” First, the opportunists have gone even 
farther than the professional bourgeois thinkers in apol- 
ogizing for capitalism. They have been more “royalist 
than the king” Grief is necessary for traitors. But the 
bourgeoisie and their underlings have not dared to deny 
the conflicts between the bourgeoisie and the hired 
laborers or the gap between mch and poor in capitalist 
society. There is a simple reason for this They cannot 
deny what is clear in reality. All they can do is try to 
conceal things and explain the truth in a way beneficial 
to protecting capitalist order Second. the opportunists 
have used dishonest stratagems on the theoretical front 
Although their conclusions concerning the transforma- 
tion of modern societies still need to be vernfied and 
explained, they have simply been imposed on society by 
using clever psychological means and by borrowing the 
concepts of bourgeors thinking in praise of capitalism 
That 1s. during the past several decades. there have 
appeared concepts concerning a “consumer society.” a 
“post-industrial society." a “welfare state.” and “conver- 
gence theory Tey are just followers with “book learn- 
ing” as compared with communists who have actually 
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lived in capitalist society. The excellent opportunists can 
hawk the Western social paradise only to their own 
people, who know the West only through books. At one 
time, publications described the West in the blackest 
terms, but under the guidance of the opportunists, the 
West has now been portrayed in glowing terms, which 
has created destructive illusions about a new “promised 
land.” 


Thus, the criticisms leveled by the opportunists against 
Marxism-Leninism are theoretically shallow. They are 
good only in using demagogic rhetonc and specious 
reasoning when discussing a number of practices of 
capitalism and socialism. Naturally, in saying this, we 
cannot belittle the role of theoretical work or the diffi- 
culties in protecting and developing Marxism-Leninism. 
The difficulty is that social life is developing very rapidly 
and becoming more and more varied everywhere in the 
world. This is posing many questions for Marxism- 
Leninism, and answering those questions is very diffi- 
cult. At the same time, answering those questions in such 
a way that will prove persuasive to the working people 
will decide the historical fate of Marxism-Leninism. 


We believe that with the brilliant and just revolutionary 
and scientific nature of Marxism-Leninism and with the 
wholehearted effort and cooperation of the disciples of 
Marx, Engels. and Lenin throughout the world, Marx- 
ism-Leninism will pass the tests and enter a new stage of 
development In this new stage, Marxism-Leninism must 
solve not only the general problems for social movement 
throughout the world but also the special historical 
problems of each region. nation, and people That 1s a 
new direction of development that will increase the 
vitality of Marxism-Leninism and enable it to become 
invincible 


On the Order of Marxism-Leninism 


00000000 Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese 
No |. Jan 92 pp 22-25 


[Article by Le Trung Nguyet. not translated] 


Man— The Central Problem of Social Policy 


00000000 Hanon: TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese 
Vo |. Jan 92 pp 26-29 


[Article by Hoang Ch: Bao. not translated] 
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No 1, Jan 92 pp 30-34 No 1, Jan 92 pp 35-38 


[Article by No Ngoc Dai; not translated) [Article by Pham Ngoc Phong, not translated] 
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Some Fundamental Issues Concerning the 
Constitution 
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[Article by Dao Tm Uc, Ph.D. in jurisprudence, director 
of the State and Jurisdiction Institute, Institute of Social 
Sciences] 


[Text] |. The constitution in Vietnam's legal system: 


In the legal system of every country, the constitution, 
whether in written form or not, has great political 
significance and is the supreme law of the land. 


The various articles of the constitution form a united 
whole. In this, the various groups of problems that are 
closely related to each other by the nature of the rela- 
tionships are organized to form various regulations. Our 
constitution contains the following basic regulations: 


a. Regulations on the nature of political power in society 
and the special characteristics of the social system and 
state. Regulations on the political system (Chapter 1), on 
the economic system (Chapter II), on social policies and 
policies in the cultural, educational, scientific, and 
industrial spheres (Chapter III), and on defending our 
socialist fatherland (Chapter IV) 


b. A determination of the legal position of man in 
society, and legal relationships concerning rights, obliga- 
tions, and responsibilities between society, the state, and 
citizens (Chapter V). 


c. Regulations on the organizational structure of the 
State, the system of state organizations, and the legal 
relationships between the various organizations within a 
unified power mechanism (Chapters VI-X). 


The reason why the constitution plays such an important 
political role and has such a high legal position is that it 
is the backbone of the entire legal system. It is the legal 
framework that defines the social model and state system 
with principles, mechanisms, and standards in order to 
build and operate the state apparatus and affirm, ensure, 
and protect the mghts of citizens and the economic, 
political, social, and cultural freedoms of people. Formu- 
lating and constantly perfecting the constitution is the 
most important step in building a jurisdictional state. 
This is because in building a jurisdictional state, the 
decisive condition 1s to have a legal system. And in this 
system, the constitution plays a guiding role and stimu- 
lates social development and progress. 


2. The need to revise the constitution and basic view- 
points on this: 


The resolution passed by the National Assembly on 30 
June 1989 stated that it is necessary to revise the 
constitution in a basic and all-round way. The second 
plenum of the party Central Committee (seventh term) 
again affirmed the need to do this and pointed out basic 
viewpoints and guidelines on revising the constitution, 
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reforming the state apparatus, and renovating the party's 
leadership with respect to the state. 


Revising the constitution in general or specific articles 
and stipulations of the constitution is not something that 
can be done in an arbitrary or spontaneous manner. 
Instead, this must be done within the framework of the 
profound and all-round renovation process started and 
led by the party. The constitution has scored achieve- 
ments and created a strong legal foundation for reno- 
vating the various aspects of social life. 


The constitution has two manifestations: the actual 
constitution and the legal constitution. It will be a real 
constitution when its stipulations correctly reflect social 
reality. The stipulations of the constitution can be cor- 
rect legally (de jure), but incorrect in reality ‘°« ‘»:to) 
and conversely. These two circumstanc: ca. ¢ 
destructive effects. 


In the past, it's not that the state did nm ‘egal 
stipulations and economic and socioeconomic policies. 
But in many cases, those stipulations were too “declar- 
ative’ in nature. They did not have an adequate scien- 
tific basis or fully consider the conditions for implemen- 
tation. For example, Article 9 of the 1959 constitution 
and Article 15 of the 1980 constitution both mention 
“building a society with a modern agro-industrial 
economy and a progressive culture and science and 
technology.” Article 11 of the 1959 constitution and 
Article 18 of the 1980 constitution mention the task of 
“establishing and solidifying the system of socialist own- 
ership of the means of production in order to have a 
national economy composed primarily of two elements, 
state economic elements belonging to all the people and 
cooperative economic elements owned collectively by 
the laboring people.” 


The realities of the past several years have shown that 
the multi-faceted economic structure with pluralistic 
ownership is still the long-term basis in the process of 
developing our society. Thus, the constitution and all the 
other laws must recognize this characteristic of our 
country’s economy, clearly determine legal positions, 
and have suitable policies for each element within a 
unified economic structure. 


In the other spheres, particularly the regulations on 
policies and the state apparatus, in revising the consti- 
tution, one of the goals must be to stimulate economic 
and social development. This must be done based on: a. 
correctly evaluating the achievements in implementing 
the nghts of the people, in organizing the state, and in 
using our political laws, and b. overcoming the weak- 
nesses in these laws. 


The most striking achievement of our state in the past 45 
years is the affirmation in reality of the “powerful and 
wise regime of the people” and the fact that the leader- 
ship and prestige of the party have been voluntarily 
accepted by the people. Moreover, the people are gaining 
a better and better understanding of their position and 
ownership rights. The laborers have participated to 
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Activites (UNFPA) The $50 milion provided snce 
1978 has been allocated for many different plans Given 
Our COMRETY § Present population to reduce the growth 
eS param 0 ete we will need imately 
$40.50 mullion « year, that @ about $0.50) 00 per 
year (we are now spending abou! $0 10 per 
year) 


in the five main measures for carrying on population and 
work in three environments whoo! 
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positive way and they have begun implementing the 
population poly In the 
cahen must be cerned on wm all the 
tonal middle schools as stipulated in ‘“« 
CT.TW weewed by the Seoretarnat of the CPV 
\C omemunit Party of Vietnam) Central Committee 


Along with the advantages population education and 


4 


habits regarding the ee es 
habits that have carted for generations in this socety 
Thus population education and family planning 
long-term tasks that must be carned on regularly 
constantly 


Population education in the schools is above all the work 
and responsibility of the education and traming sector 
In thes the educational managemen: cadres and instruc. 
tom play an important role However to achieve 


Must give attention to investing in this and create the 
conditions for implementing this 


The mass media and the various forms of activities such 
as cluts and cultural centers and cultural and arts and 
letters activitees must have suitable forms of education 
in order to get all the people to participate 


Foreign (-oods ( ompetition in \ ietnam 
VIIEOOORE Hana: TAP CHI CONG SAN 

in Vietnamese No | Jan 92 pp 48-50 

[Article by Cao Duy Ha. Nguyen Ai Quoc Institute] 


[Text] Reality om a number of localities shows that many 


strength with respect to the domestic goods in circulation 
on the markets and this 1s causing many difficulties in 
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The Werld in 1991 Aa America That Many People Dent Know 
00000000 Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese 00000000 Hanes TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese 
No |, Jan 92 pp 54-55, 60 No 2. Jan 92 pp 56-60 


[Article by Phan Doan, not translated) [Article by Ngo Ba Thanh. not translated) 
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Ne Mere Milk or Heaney in the Future of the 
Sevtet | atone 


00000000 Hana: TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese 
No |, Jan 92 pp 61-62 


[Article by Michio Kaku. not translated) 
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